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My Dear Friends, 
 
As we celebrate the feast of Christmas at this time and look ahead towards this year before us, perhaps 
we realise more and more the difficulty of living the Gospel of Jesus Christ and consequently should 
support those who do speak out in our name in every way possible. For the great majority of our Christian 
people perhaps it is more necessary to teach by example especially in these times of economic difficulty. It 
is at a time of increasing austerity in our country that we should realise that we are being called to a more 
simple form of lifestyle and that things could indeed be even more difficult in the years which lie ahead. 
Our greatest example in all of this is that lesson of the simplicity of the birth of Jesus Christ ς that is the 
event which should continue to inspire us now and in the years which lie ahead.  
 
The celebration of the Feast of Christmas, if possible in our own family circles, should indeed bring us 
much joy but it should also remind us of the reality of the world in which we live, a world in which so very 
many others live in an indescribable poverty such as we cannot imagine. May that nativity scene of Jesus, 
Mary and Joseph remind us of those bonds of love which brought those three people together ς that love 
which should continue to inspire us in our own lives in the future. 
 
I say to all reading this E Bulletin:  Do not be afraid to learn more about your faith;  do not be afraid to love 
that same faith;  and do not be afraid to hand on that faith to all with whom you come in contact, day by 
day, especially at this Christmas time. 
 
With my kindest regards and best wishes to you and to all of your families and friends. 

 
Yours sincerely in Christ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

A WORD FROM THE CARDINAL 
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FUTURE ISSUES OF CARE MATTERS 
 
Care Matters, the newsletter sent out from the Archdiocesan Care Commission is going electronic from January.  
If you or anyone you know curr ently receive this by post and you wish to continue to receive it , you need to e-
mail yvonne.fleming@staned.org.uk who will add you to our mailing list.   
 

LAY LEADERSHIP OF FUNERAL RITES 
St. Ninian, Rest alrig, Edinburgh  
Wednesday 2nd and 9 th  February 2011 ð 7.15pm ð 9.15pm  
 
Learn how to work with bereaved families and help them plan a funeral and learn the Rites of Reception of the 
Body and Committal of the Body.  To reserve a place, please contact maureen.mcevoy@staned.org.uk or 
telephone Maureen on 0131 623 8915.  
 
 

 
  
 

YOUTH MINISTRY TRAINING COURSE 
For Parish Youth Leaders and Catholic Teachers  
September 2011 ð June 2014  
 
New for next year  is a 3 year course ran by the Diocese to provide training for Parish Youth leaders, Catholic 
Teachers or those interested in pursuing this type of vocation.  You will complete 3 modules per year over 3 
years.  This course will equip leaders with the knowledge, skil ls, pract ical tools and techniques necessary for 
creative and dynamic ministry for young people. If you wish to register your interest or request an application 
form please e-mail anne.mcevoy@staned.org.uk or call Anne on 0131 623 8917.   
  
 

WORLD YOUTH DAY: MADRID  
11 ð 23 August 2011  
 
We have a group of 70 young people from the Archdiocese travelling to this great event to celebrate their faith 
with young people from all over the world in the presence of Po pe Benedict XVI.  anne.mcevoy@staned.org.uk 
is your contact at the Gillis Centre for any information on the 2011 World Youth Day in Madrid.  Please pray for 
the success of this special pilg rimage and for our  young people and their leaderõs world wide as they begin  to 
prepare.  
 
 
 
 

JUST CHURCH ð TRAINING FOR TRAINERS 

Saturday 26 th  February 2011, 10.00am ð 4.30pm, Gillis Centre  
 
Become an Archdiocesan, Justice and Peace Ambassador and gain valuable skills as a trainer for the ôJust 
Churchõ Training Course next year.  This course is for anyone currently involved in a leadership, ministry, 
Justice and Peace, teacher, or youth leader role .  You will learn about the Just Church course and how you can 
apply it in y our parish and beyond.  You will learn about the Churchõs action on poverty, group facilitation skills 
and be offered the opportunity to apply your new skills.   
 
For an application form or more information please contact Miriam.mchardy@staned.org.uk or call Miriam on 
0131 623 8922.   

 
 
 

Justice and Peace  

Youth Ministry  

Social Care 

mailto:yvonne.fleming@staned.org.uk
mailto:maureen.mcevoy@staned.org.uk
mailto:anne.mcevoy@staned.org.uk
mailto:anne.mcevoy@staned.org.uk
mailto:Miriam.mchardy@staned.org.uk


3 
 

FAITH & POLITICS: BUILDING A JUST SOCIETY 
Saturday 5 th  February 2011, 10am ð 1pm at Gillis Centre  
 
In preparation for the Scottish Parliament elections, join us to conside r Faith and Politics: building a just 
society, followed by preparation for the elections with the Justice and Peace teams.  This event will help us 
prepare to meet with parliamenta ry candidates and question them about their policies .  Our special guest and 
keynote speaker is the R. Hon. John Battle KC*SG former MP for Leeds West.  Not to be missed.  A donation of 
£5 to cover costs is suggested for entry.   
 
To register your interest or for more information please contact Miriam.mchardy@staned.org.uk or call on 0131 
623 8922. 
 
 
 
costs.  
For more,  
 

THEOLOGY FOR CATECHESIS SERIES CONTINUES IN JANUARY 2011   

       

 
 
Five deaneries are participating in the series ôTheology for Catechesisõ where the aim is to provide theological 
formation for parish catechists. The theological themes for the series are based on the 8 strands of faith in the 
new curriculum for excellence, so teachers may also be interested in participating to update their own 
theological back ground for teaching in the classroom.   
 
This second workshop in our series of 8 considers how God is revealed in the Old and New Testament, how we 
can use Godõs word in prayer, liturgy and as nourishment for our lives.  This workshop will also introduce you to 
the ancient practice  of Lectio Di vina and how this is a core method of prayer for use in Catechesis.   
 
The workshops are taking place in the following places:  
 

St. Margaretõs & St. 
Andrewõs Deanery 

13 th  January  

 
Our Lady of Lourdes, 

Dunfermline  
 

7.00  ð 9.00 pm 

St. Maryõs Deanery 17 th  January  
 

St. Peterõs, Livingston 
 

7.00  ð 9.00 pm 

St. Davidõs Deanery 25 th  January  

 
St. Gabrielõs, 
Prestonpans 

 

7.30 ð 9.30pm 

St. Giles Deanery  1st February  Gillis Centre  7.00 ð 9.0 0pm 

St. Mungo & 
St.Ninianõs Deanery 

7th  February  

 
St. Francis Xavier õs,  

Falkirk  
 

7.00  ð 9.00 pm 

 
To request an application form please e -mail pastoral.resources@staned.org.uk or telephone Yvonne on 0131 
623 8903.   

Adult Faith Formation  
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ALL ADULT FAITH FORMATION OPPORTUNITIES 
 

Pastoral Resources has produced an ôOn Offerõ booklet with a range of opportunities coming up 
in 2010 -2011. This can be obtained from the  Home Page of our Archdiocesan website.  
 
 
Many find Christmas a stressful and busy time of the ye ar and wish for something different but 
donõt know where to look.  ALTERnativity has ideas about getting you started.  We offer 
materials and workshops to help you explore how to take control of your celebrations and make 
Advent a time of peace and joy.   
Check out the website for more information www.alternativity.org.uk  or call 0141 221 4242. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

    Retention  of Human Tissue : Legal and Ethical Aspects  
 Saturday 22 January 2011, NHS National Services Sco tland  
 Conference Centre, Crewe Rd, Edinburgh, EH4 2LF  

    
 Prof. David Jones, Director of the Anscombe Centre, established by the Catholic Bishops in 

1977 joins a distinguished panel of speakers including Dr. Wendy Marsden (INNOGEN), Dr. 
Alan McNair, Chief Scientist Office and Dr. Jean Turner, Executive Director of Scotlandõs 
Patients Association.   

 
  
 
 

NEXT Ebulletin:  
If you have any items about the pastoral activity of the archdiocese and would like them in the next ebulletin 

please send them by email to patricia.carroll@staned.org.uk  by Mid January  2011 
 

Around the Archdiocese  
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