OPENING OF NEW ST PATRICK’S PRIMARY SCHOOL, KILSYTH

TUESDAY 26 FEBRUARY 2008

ADDRESS BY CARDINAL KEITH PATRICK O’BRIEN

Introduction:

I am delighted to be back with you in Kilsyth, the town, parish and primary school in which I spent three very happy years from 1972 to 1975. Many of the pupils whom I knew then, over 30 years ago, are probably now the parents, uncles and aunts, of the boys and girls of this wonderful school, which I am now opening. I cannot say that the adults present, including myself, have not changed one bit during those 30 years – we all have. The same could be said of that old school building of our previous primary school – the building has served its purpose as well, but a new building was called for and North Lanarkshire Council considered well what should take the place of the old building.

Background of the 1918 Education Act:

We celebrate this year the 90th anniversary of the passing of the 1918 Education Act. 

It is a strange coincidence that the school at the centre of dispute some 90 years ago, St Joseph’s, Bonnybridge, was also, like St Patrick’s, Kilsyth, in the old Stirling County in those days. In 1918 the Catholic community of Bonnybridge wanted a Catholic school as there was none in their town; the local authority would not build one and, consequently, the Catholic community built their own school and asked the Council to take it over. Discussions and meetings continued for three years with indecision until the highest court in Scotland voted three to one against the school being taken over. The Catholic community brought their arguments to the final court in the land, the House of Lords in London – with the decision from that court being four to one in favour of the Council taking over the school. There was indeed rejoicing in the whole Catholic community in Scotland, as the Catholic parents did not see why they should pay money to the Council to help run other schools and then have to pay over and above for their own school.

Each local authority in Scotland very honourably followed the law over those past 90 years and law to the provision of new Catholic schools where there was a need and the replacement of old buildings, again where there was a need – while ensuring that the salaries and the standards in the schools were the same as those in nondenominational schools throughout the land.

Catholic Education today:

The record of our Catholic schools in Scotland at this present time, including St Patrick’s School here in Kilsyth, speaks for itself. At the beginning of this month, our First Minister, Alex Salmond MSP, addressed an audience in the University of Glasgow where he stated with regard to the excellent record of Catholic schools

in Scotland: 

“For confirmation, one only has to look at the reports by Her Majesty’s Inspectors and at what former pupils go on to achieve. So it is a pleasure to pay tribute today to your dedication, commitment, sheer hard work and contribution to such a sterling achievement”.

And he went on to add:

“My contention – and the central contention of this lecture – is that it is time to celebrate diversity and distinctiveness. And to openly welcome the contribution that faith based education can make to Scottish Education”.

Application to St Patrick’s Primary School:

That is what we are doing this evening. We are celebrating Catholic Education; we are celebrating the contribution that this Catholic school of St Patrick’s here in Kilsyth has made to the whole community in the old building and will continue to do so in the new building, which I am opening this evening. I thank the members of North Lanarkshire Council, following on the footsteps of the old Stirling County Council for cooperating so well with the Church authorities, and listening to the needs of the parish and especially the parents, teachers and pupils of the old St Patrick’s Primary School, so that they have achieved the building of this magnificent new Catholic Primary School of which I am sure we will all be so proud in the years which lie ahead.

I am now very happy to bless this school and to declare St Patrick’s Catholic Primary School open.

